President’s Message
Several times recently, the gate to the field has been found
unlocked. EVERYONE, please make sure if you are the last
person leaving the field to secure the gate, check that the
lock has engaged and the combination is thumbed to be off
the open code.
If anyone is unsure how to properly secure the gate, call me
and I will arrange to show you how to work the lock.

CLUB OFFICERS 2019
President
Dan Jackson
(423) 723-3522
Vice President
Tim Cox
(423) 782-0253
Treasurer
Anthony Hall
(423) 915-9468

Thanks

Dan Jackson

Secretary
Doug Lindauer
(423) 957-0144

Quotable Quotes

Safety Officer
Dan Jackson
(423) 723-3522

Insurrection (uprising against government) is the most
sacred of the rights and the most indispensable of duties.
― Marquis de Lafayette

Field Marshals
Terry Bailey (423) 282-0485
Dennis Sams (423) 378-5284
Skip Weller (423) 753-5352
Craig Quillen (423) 384-4621

“It is hard to fail, but it is worse never to have tried to
succeed.”

Newsletter Editor
Glenn Ross
(423) 282-1197

“The only man who never makes mistakes is the man who
never does anything.”

― Theodore Roosevelt

Webmaster
Craig Quillen
(423) 384-4621

― Theodore Roosevelt
.

Editor

Event Coordinator
Vacant
Board Members
Term
Tim Edwards –
2019
Ed McEntire –
2019
Craig Quillen –
2019
Terry Bailey –
2019
Anthony Hall (Chair) – 2017
Skip Weller –
2019

–
–
–
–
-

2019
2019
2020
2021
2022
2024

If you have any article, information or items for sale or trade
you would like put into the Newsletter, please send your
input either by e-mail (rossgtenn@gmail.com) or post
- Glenn Ross, 134 Chock Creek Road, Johnson City, TN
37601-3639 –
by the 19th of November if you would like it included in the
December edition. Electronic input should be .jpegs and
word documents (.doc or .docx).
THANKS!

Glenn Ross

Next Meeting
Tuesday, 26 November 2019, 6:45 PM at Harbour House Restaurant in Johnson City

You asked for the latest information, so straight from the Flight Coordinator, here it is!!

Also, this month the Masters contest (Pattern Flying) was held in Pullman AL. Vic
Koenig and Jerry Black competed, and no surprises, each took First Place. Although not
there, Dan Jackson earned a plaque for most points, Novice Class, for the year.
Congratulations to all.

Our November club meeting will be held at Harbour House restaurant in Johnson
City. Come early if you would like to have dinner before the meeting. Our primary
business in November will be to fill two Board Member seats, elect the 2020 Officer slate
and vote on the 2020 Budget.
It is time to start renewal of your membership. Remember, there is a $10.00
discount if you renew before the 31st of December. Also, this year, all new and
RENEWING members will need to complete a membership form and send it with your
membership dues. The new form will be placed on the web site, or contact Anthony Hall
for a copy.
Remember, dues are to be paid by 31 December for the new year. So, take
advantage of the price break and renew early!!

At the October Membership meeting, the following were nominated and vetted:
President:

Dan Jackson

Vice President:

Phil Swihart

Secretary:

Doug Lindauer

Treasurer:

Anthony Hall

Web Master:

Craig Quillen
Doug Lindauer

Newsletter Editor: Glenn Ross
Safety Officer:

Jerry Black

Field Marshals:

Skip Weller
Craig Quillen
Mike Harrison
Tim Cox
Dan Jackson
David Jones

Event Coordinator: Tim Edwards

Board Member to fill term ending in 2023: Vic Koenig
Board Member to fill term running from 2020 through 2025:

Jerry Black

If you will need an absentee ballot, please notify the Club Secretary (Doug Lindauer
– dougclind@yahoo.com) and remember you must complete and return them no later than
22nd of November for them to be counted.
The Budget Committee presented a report on its work to prepare a budget for 2020
during the October Club meeting. The budget will be voted on by the Members during the
November meeting and if approved, sent to the Board for their approval. The Club’s
operating budget is supposed to be approved by 31 December. Following is the
committee’s recommendation and the components of the recommended budget:

On 8 October, AMA sent an e-mail to its members seeking immediate assistance
from the membership by contacting members of Congress to protest the FAA’s imposition
of a 400 foot Altitude Limitation in controlled airspace. Until the 8th, AMA had been
assured by FAA that there would be a waiver process where greater than 400 foot
operations were desired and posed no threat. AMA was also told that in addition to the
blanket 400 foot altitude restriction in controlled airspace, there will be an altitude
restriction in G class airspace of between 700 and 1200 feet depending on location, again
with no waivers. And, to date, no information has been provided as to where the altitude
will be 700 feet and where it will be 1200 feet. This has stunned the AMA.
AMA states that to date, the FAA has provided no data showing the risk to safety of
operations at greater than 400 feet. AMA also believes that the FAA should follow the
congressional mandate to work with community based organizations in the promulgation
of regulations. Apparently the AMA believes that the government works with the people
to serve its citizens. It has yet to understand that once an executive branch agency has
been given a mandate, the agency will execute to its best benefit unless restrained. As
congress is distracted by more “news worthy” – read vote conscious- activities, executive
agencies will move to implement policies that are self-advantageous because Congress
won’t be monitoring/providing restraint. Restraining the FAA to benefit recreational UAS
users doesn’t translate into reelection. The FAA is already finding the task of
implementing LOAs for sites in controlled airspace time and effort consuming; thus, I
suspect the no waiver stance. Waivers for uncontrolled airspace will be even more
resource impacting to the FAA.
We, as a club, need to ensure we support the AMA as they try to protect our hobby.
We should do as AMA asks and contact our congressional leaders. But, we must do more
than that. We must remember that our representatives alone cannot protect us from
overreach by executive agencies. We need to figure out ways to be proactive in our
community, gain local support for our needs and communicate that support to both our
elected leaders and to the executive agency that now controls us, the FAA.
We may very well think that this doesn’t really affect us because we’re not in
controlled airspace. After all, only a few of our members fly at over 400 feet of altitude
and they don’t do it at our facility. We aren’t being required to put an LOA in place
because we’re outside the five mile radius of Tri-Cities Airport. We’ve never had any
problems here, except for some noise complaints years ago. No one will be coming around
to police us so we’ll do what we want. We’ll be OK. That kind of attitude is what
allowed Hitler to roll to the French coast. Oh, and by the way, the next fight will be the
knowledge test.

In line with supporting AMA’s efforts, below is the AMA’s Blog on this issue:
FAA to Impose Restrictions on the Hobby
AMA needs your assistance in an urgent matter. The FAA unexpectedly informed us that, contrary to
earlier commitments to AMA, the agency is planning to limit all recreational model aircraft operations to
400 feet in controlled airspace and there will be no exceptions. Although a 400 feet limit may work for a
large number of our members, we have a number of disciplines that will need to go higher than these
proposed heights. Additionally, the FAA is proposing restrictions in uncontrolled airspace to altitudes that
could present safety issues as well as limit some model aircraft operations altogether. We were stunned by
this proposal and are pushing back, but we need your help.
We urge you to send a letter to your elected representatives in Congress and ask them to contact the FAA
concerning this critical issue. Please visit www.modelaircraft.org/higher-flight to contact your
representative.
Congress specifically granted the FAA the flexibility to allow operations over 400 feet if safety would not
be affected. The FAA has not provided AMA with any data that proves that our operations are a safety risk.
As you know, our model aircraft operations do not pose any safety or security risk to local airports or
aircraft. The FAA needs to honor the Congressional directive to work with AMA on these issues.
Since the passage of the 2018 FAA Reauthorization Act, AMA has been working with the FAA to make
sure our members have the same ability to operate in the airspace as we have had for more than 80 years.
Specifically, we have been working with local clubs and the FAA to establish letters of agreement (LOAs)
for model aircraft operations at fixed flying sites in controlled airspace, as required by law. These LOAs
were intended to set reasonable parameters for model aircraft operations based on the safety needs of each
individual flying site.
We have participated in the LOA process with the FAA in good faith and have successfully reached
agreements for many clubs. Unfortunately, the FAA has now indicated that it is planning to set a sweeping
400-foot altitude limit for recreational UAS flying in controlled airspace. This limit would make it
impossible for numerous clubs to operate and perversely make those operations less safe. The limits in
uncontrolled airspace are also of great concern.
Because of the negative impact on so many AMA members and clubs, AMA is going to fight this proposal
with every resource at our disposal. You, our members, are our best resource. To have the maximum impact
on this proposed policy, please share this message with your friends, family, and fellow club members who
love our hobby. Please also monitor your emails and www.modelaircraft.org/gov for new information as we
work to fight this restrictive policy.
As always, we are committed to doing everything possible to protect the model aviation hobby. If you have
questions, please contact us at (765) 287-1256 or amagov@modelaircraft.org.

In line with doing even more than just a few of our members sending an email to our
representatives, this club needs to decide if it wants to protect our sport and the rights of its
members and if so, set about defining positive actions we can take. Think about it, folks.
To those of us who can fly from nearby parks, private airfields or at our own or a friend’s
private land, remember it may be in uncontrolled airspace now, but that is subject to
change at the whim of a bureaucrat. And, once it gets changed, rescinding the change is all
but impossible. To illustrate where this has gone, on the 16th of October, AMA sent an
email with an update link (https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O_mMJ83Vx_0&feature=youtu.be&t=220).
Time hack of 5:58 provides the meat.

Hobby Town USA
Located at 3515 Bristol Highway in Johnson City, Hobby Town offers a full range of hobby needs, from model rail
roading, to automotive modeling and aviation modeling. A strong sponsor of JCRC, they offer JCRC club members
a 10% discount. Phone: (423) 610-1010.

Benedict’s Ace Hardware Store

Due to the sale of Great Planes model parts and accessories, Benedicts Ace Hardware is discontinuing their aircraft
parts sales. Once the current inventory, shown in the picture below, is gone, they will be out of this product line
with no plans to restock. Get stuff while you can. They are at 3607 North Roan Street in Johnson City; (423) 2821950.

